Area 8
GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1
Area Description
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1.2
Local Industry & Commercial Activities

Local economies are based on 1) natural resource use such as forestry, commercial fishing, and mushroom picking; and 2) tourism such as sport fishing, whale watching, kayaking, sailing, beachcombing and nature cruises.

	For More Information:

Queen Charlotte Visitor Info Centre
www.qcinfo.com
Sandspit Visitor Info Centre
250-637-5362

Gwaii Hannas office
www.parkscanada.gc.ca/gwaiihaanas
Queen Charlotte Harbour Authority
250-559-4650


1.3
Marine Weather, Currents and Tides

The climate of the islands is typical of British Columbia’s outer west coast - cool foggy summers and warm wet winters. The driest months are May, June and July, with the rainy season beginning as early as mid-August. The east side of the islands is drier than the west, which can receive between 500-800cm of rain a year. 

Northwest and westerly winds prevail in the summer and can blow strong for lengthy periods. These winds funnel over the islands and down inlets creating gusty conditions. Storms associated with frontal systems hammer the Islands from the southeast and southwest. These occur frequently in winter and are not uncommon in the summer months.

Along the east coast of Moresby Island, the current is affected predominately by tide, which flows from south to north as the tide rises (floods) and north to south as it falls (ebbs).  The tidal current varies in direction and rate of flow and tends to run significantly faster when forced through narrow passages.

The Canadian Coast Guard broadcasts comprehensive weather information for north coast waters 24hrs a day, through VHF Continuous Marine Broadcast radio repeater stations.  The Atmospheric Environment Service of Environment Canada has published a Marine West Coast Weather Hazards Manual – A Guide to Local Forecasts and Conditions (2nd Edition). Marine weather hazards common to the Queen Charlotte Islands and to be aware of are fog, wind, tide rips, surge channels, waves, swell and surf, and currents. 

	For More Information:

Environment Canada weather forecasts
weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca
Marine Weather Hazards Manual
Environment Canada

CD-ROM
Environment Canada

Local Weather
www.theweathernetwork.com


1.4
Area Risks

Vessel Traffic

Area risk factors are the vessel traffic density and convergence of tank ships, tank barges, cargo ships, passenger ships, fishing vessels, and recreational pleasure crafts. Specifically, the risk on the east coast is the large volume of refined product being shipped, and the large cruise ships traveling the inside passage. On the west coast, the risk is greater from the deep sea traffic.  

The Canadian Coast Guard Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) serves as the primary contact for safe marine navigation. MCTS works to optimize traffic movement, facilitate ship/shore communications and provide the initial response to ships in a distress situation. Figure 1 shows the relative locations and density of the BC shipping activity. 
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Shipping & Trade

The major types of marine fuel being used and/or transported:

· Intermediate and heavy fuel oils (“Bunker C”) - large commercial vessels

· Diesel and other distillates (various grades) - most common fuel on BC Coast - large commercial vessels to pleasure craft 

· Gasoline - smaller pleasure craft

Volumes of fuel being shipped and used for transportation change on a regular basis.

	For More Information:

Canadian Coast Guard MCTS
www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/mcts-sctm
BC Ports/Harbour Authorities
see Information Box Section 1.2


The Haida Gwaii/Queen Charlotte Islands lie 130km off the British Columbia coast and 640km north of Vancouver. They are comprised of 3 major islands: 1) Graham Island in the north, 2) Moresby Island in the south, and 3) Gwaii Hannas, a National Park Reserve located south, and part of, Moresby Island. 


Access to the Islands is by aircraft or boat. Airport facilities are located at Sandspit on Moresby Island and Masset on Graham Island. The Yellowhead Highway #16 runs the length of Graham Island, which is connected to Morebsy Island by a 20 minute ferry crossing between Skidegate Landing and Alliford Bay. In addition to the road access, boat or chartered aircraft is available. The ferry to and from Prince Rupert docks at Skidegate.


On Graham Island, the bulk of the roads and services are concentrated along the eastern side, in Queen Charlotte City in the south and Masset some 108km to the north. The smaller settlements and villages of Skidegate, Tlell and Port Clements are located between these along Highway #16. North of Masset is Old Massett, the administrative centre for the Council of the Haida First Nation.  The eastern side of the Island is relatively sheltered and protected and consists of driftwood-strewn beaches and a string of provincial parks, the largest of which is Naikoon Provincial Park. The west coast is mountainous and rocky and boasts  high seismic, wind and tidal energy.  All of the communities except Old Massett and Skidegate have small craft harbours. 


Gwaii Haanas is made up of 138 islands and stretches 90 km from north to south. It has no roads and few services and facilities. 
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Figure 1.  BC Shipping Activity, Canadian Coast Guard, August 2004








