Area 7  GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1
Area Description

	The Prince Rupert Area covers the northwest coastal region of British Columbia and encompasses Hecate Strait east, Douglas Channel, Camano Sound and Princess Royal Island. Its southern boundary reaches as far as Milbanke Sound, located south of Price Island and Dowager Island. The northern boundary is the U.S./Canada border. 

The major cities are Prince Rupert, Kitimat, and Terrace. Prince Rupert is the largest; located on Kaien Island near the mouth of the Skeena River, it is 65km south of the Alaskan panhandle, 145km west of Terrace, and 1,520km north of Vancouver. Road access is via the Yellowhead Highway #16. 

Boat access to the area and through Prince Rupert harbour is via the BC Ferry Corporation or the Alaska Marine Highway ferry system. BC Ferries crosses Hecate Strait to Queen Charlotte Islands and south through Discovery Passage to Vancouver Island. The Alaska ferry travels up the coast to ports on the Alaska panhandle. Air access is via the Vancouver International Airport.  The Prince Rupert airport is located on Digby Island, with ferry service between Digby Island and Prince Rupert.

Terrace is located inland on the Skeena River at the junction of the Yellowhead Highway #16 and Highway #37 south. It is 145 km east of Prince Rupert and 584 km west of Prince George. Kitimat is located at the mouth of the Kitimat River, at the head of the Douglas Channel. It is 58km from Terrace and road access is via Highway #37, south off Highway #16 near Terrace. Boat access from the Pacific Ocean to Kitimat is through Douglas Channel, a 208km fjord.


1.2
Local Industry & Commercial Activities

Prince Rupert is a crossroad for international ship, rail and air transportation because it has the world’s second deepest, natural ice-free harbour. Two major export terminals handle hundreds of freighters per year, carrying lumber, pulp, wood pellets, steel, grain, coal and other products. As Canada’s second largest West Coast Port, it is North America’s closest port to Asia and situated on the shortest land/sea route to the US Midwest. It is linked by rail to Canada's West and East coasts and the Southern Gulf coast, and through affiliates to Mexico. 

Kitimat is BC’s 3rd largest port and home to the world’s largest aluminum smelter as well as a pulp and paper mill and petrochemical manufacturer.  

The traditional local economy for the entire area has been built on forestry and fishing, however, it is increasingly diversified to include sectors such as:

· tourism;

· aquaculture farming;

· small business;

· value added forestry; 

· marine harvesting; and

· international shipping and facility growth at the Port facilities. 

  
	For More Information: 

Prince Rupert/Terrace/Kitimat
www.bcadventure.com
Prince Rupert Port Authority
www.rupertport.org
Port of Kitimat                                    www.city.kitimat.bc.ca
Prince Rupert Economic                                                    Development Commission
www.predc.com



1.3
Marine Weather, Currents and Tides

The area has a moderate marine climate. Temperatures in winter are around freezing while the summer temperatures climb into the high teens and low twenties (ºC). Snowfall is minimal but the annual precipitation is extremely high with an average of 250cm. 

	For More Information:

Environment Canada weather forecasts
weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca
Marine Weather Hazards Manual
Environment Canada

CD-ROM
Environment Canada

Local Weather                                                www.theweathernetwork.com




1.4
Area Risks

Vessel Traffic

Area risk are the combined factors of weather, vessel traffic density and convergence of tank ships, tank barges, cargo ships, passenger ships, fishing vessels, and recreational pleasure crafts. The Canadian Coast Guard Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) serves as the primary contact for safe marine navigation. MCTS works to optimize traffic movement, facilitate ship/shore communications and provide the initial response to ships in a distress situation. Figure 1 shows the relative locations and density of the BC shipping activity. 
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Shipping & Trade

The major types of marine fuel being used and/or transported:

· Intermediate and heavy fuel oils (“Bunker C”) - large commercial vessels

· Diesel and other distillates (various grades) - most common fuel on BC Coast - large commercial vessels to pleasure craft 

· Gasoline - smaller pleasure craft

Volumes of fuel being shipped and used for transportation change on a regular basis.

	For More Information:

Canadian Coast Guard MCTS
www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/mcts-sctm
BC Ports/Harbours
see Information Box Section 1.2
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Figure 1.  BC Shipping Activity, Canadian Coast Guard, August 2004








