Area 6
GENERAL INFORMATION
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1.1
Area Description



1.2
Local Industry & Commercial Activities

Local economies are based on logging, fishing, recreational use and tourism.

	For More Information: 

Campbell River
www.dcr.bc.ca
Port Hardy                                         www.districtporthardy.bc.ca
Bella Coola/Bella Bella
www.centralcoastbc.com
Shearwater                                        www.shearwater.ca
BC Parks 
wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/


1.3
Marine Weather, Currents and Tides

Climes and weather conditions in the area vary greatly because of the geography and its relative large size. Wet, windy, storm conditions in the winter and cool, foggy summers prevail on any exposed, rugged coastline. The inside passages of Queen Charlotte Strait and Johnstone Strait experience similar same conditions but are more sheltered comparatively. 

	For More Information:

Environment Canada weather forecasts
weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca
Marine Weather Hazards Manual
Environment Canada

CD-ROM
Environment Canada


1.4
Area Risks

Vessel Traffic

Area risk factors are the high vessel traffic density and convergence of tank ships, tank barges, cargo ships, passenger ships, fishing vessels, and recreational pleasure crafts. The Canadian Coast Guard Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) serves as the primary contact for safe marine navigation. MCTS works to optimize traffic movement, facilitate ship/shore communications and provide the initial response to ships in a distress situation. Figure 1 shows the relative locations and density of the BC shipping activity. 
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Shipping & Trade

The major types of marine fuel being used and/or transported:

· Intermediate and heavy fuel oils (“Bunker C”) - large commercial vessels

· Diesel and other distillates (various grades) - most common fuel on BC Coast - large commercial vessels to pleasure craft 

· Gasoline - smaller pleasure craft

Volumes of fuel being shipped and used for transportation change on a regular basis.

	For More Information:

Canadian Coast Guard MCTS
www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/mcts-sctm
BC Ports/Harbour Authorities
see Information Box Section 1.2


This area covers the mid to north Vancouver Island and up to, and including, the central coast of British Columbia. On Vancouver Island, Campbell River marks the southern boundary on the eastern coast. Nootka Sound marks the southern boundary on the west coast. On the mainland, the area includes Toba Inlet and everything north to Price Island, Dowager Island, and Mathieson Channel.  





The area is predominantly rural with many small communities. Campbell River, the largest city, is located 153km north of Nanaimo. The 2nd largest city in the north Island is Port Hardy. Road access to both from Nanaimo is via Highway #19. The highway, secondary roads and a maze of logging roads connect the smaller communities of Port McNeil, Telegraph Cove, Port Alice, Coal Harbour, Sayward, Zeballos, Tahsis and Gold River. Water transportation is required to access the First Nations communities of Sointula and Alert Bay, as well as the less inhabited areas.














On the central coast, the largest communities are Bella Coola and Bella Bella.  Bella Coola is located 1000km from Vancouver. Road access is via Highway#20. Bella Bella is 78 nautical miles from Bella Coola but also only 98 nautical miles from Port Hardy. Five kilometres from Bella Bella is the community of Shearwater, both of which are home for the Heiltsuk Nation.


Water access throughout the area is either through BC Ferries or private charter. The Discovery Coast Passage Route operates in the summer months providing a scheduled service out of Port Hardy.  


Commercial and charter air service is also available throughout the area. Regular service is scheduled into the airports at Campbell River, Port Hardy and near Bella Coola.





Fig. 1   BC Shipping Activity, Canadian Coast Guard, August 2004
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