Area 5
GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1
Area Description
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Long Beach


There are eight designated camping areas in the Broken Group Islands within national park boundaries, located on Hand, Dodd, Willis, Turret, Clarke, Benson, Gilbert, and Gibraltar Islands. 

Boat access to the Broken Group Islands is via Toquart Bay in northwest Barkley Sound. There is an unsigned road turnoff located approximately 12 km northeast of the junction of Highway #4 and the Tofino-Ucluelet Highway. A BC Forest Service campsite is located at Toquart Bay providing a boat launch for access to the islands. Boat access to the islands from Bamfield or Ucluelet is not recommended due to exposed passages. 

Barkley Sound/Alberni Inlet

Alberni Inlet is a long indentation stretching from the mouth of Barkley Sound for almost 50km inland across Vancouver Island. The town of Port Alberni is located at the head of the Inlet and lies outside of the Pacific Rim National Park. 

Road access to the west coast of Vancouver Island is via Highway #4. Busses run between Port Alberni and Ucluelet/Tofino. Water transit is provided by the MV Lady Rose and MV Frances Barkley which travel from Port Alberni down the Alberni Inlet and Barkley Sound to Ucluelet. 

West Coast Trail

The West Coast Trail Unit of the Park includes the section of coast southeast of Barkley Sound between the villages of Bamfield and Port Renfrew. This 25,640-hectare strip contains the 75-kilometre West Coast Trail. This area is covered under the BCO Geographic Response Plan #1 Juan de Fuca Strait/South Vancouver Island.

The coastal area to the north is covered under the BCO Geographic Response Plan #6 North Vancouver Island. 

1.2
Local Industry & Commercial Activities

Local economies are based on 1) natural resource use such as commercial fishing, forestry, and aquaculture farms; and 2) tourism and recreational activities such as sport fishing, whale watching, beach combing, nature cruises, storm watching, kayaking,  surfing, and walking through old-growth forest and along the 20-kilometre stretch of beach at Pacific Rim National Park Reserve. 

	For More Information: 

Pacific Rim National Park
www.pc.gc.ca
Port Alberni
www.city.port-alberni.bc.ca

www.avcoc.com
Tofino
www.tofinobc.org
Ucluelet                          www.uclueletinfo.www.uclueletinfo.com
Bamfield
www.bamfieldchamber.com


1.3
Marine Weather, Currents and Tides

The west coast of Vancouver Island has a mild maritime climate with cool foggy summers and warm wet winters. The outer west coast year round temperature ranges from 5ºC to 20º C and snowfall is minimum. During the winter months, extreme precipitation and gale-force winter storms with eight meter waves, thundering surf and accompanying ocean spray is common. 

	For More Information:

Environment Canada weather forecasts
weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca
Marine Weather Hazards Manual
Environment Canada

CD-ROM
Environment Canada


1.4
Area Risks

Vessel Traffic

Area risk factors are the high vessel traffic density and convergence of tank ships, tank barges, cargo ships, passenger ships, fishing vessels, and recreational pleasure crafts. The Canadian Coast Guard Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) serves as the primary contact for safe marine navigation through the Strait. MCTS works to optimize traffic movement, facilitate ship/shore communications and provide the initial response to ships in a distress situation. Figure 1 shows the relative locations and density of the BC shipping activity. 
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Shipping & Trade

The major types of marine fuel being used and/or transported:

· Intermediate and heavy fuel oils (“Bunker C”) - large commercial vessels
· Diesel and other distillates (various grades) - most common fuel on BC Coast - large commercial vessels down to pleasure craft 
· Gasoline - smaller pleasure craft
Volumes of fuel being shipped and used for transportation change on a regular basis.

	For More Information:

Canadian Coast Guard MCTS
www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/mcts-sctm


The mid-region of West Coast Vancouver Island covers the outer west coast of Vancouver Island best known for the Pacific Rim National Park, and the local communities of Tofino, Ucluelet and Port Alberni. Land access to the area is via the Pacific Rim Highway (Highway #4) from the east coast of Vancouver Island, just west of Parksville. A winding highway brings you first to Port Alberni, and another 108km brings you to the Park boundaries on the outer west coast. 


Encompassing a total area of 49,962 hectares of land and ocean, the Pacific Rim National Park has three separate geographic units - Long Beach, the Broken Group Islands and the West Coast Trail.  General features of the park include long sandy beaches, an island archipelago, old-growth coastal temperate rainforest and Nuu-chah-nulth archaeological sites. 








The 13,715-hectare Long Beach unit is best known for its long sandy beaches of Schooner Cove and Wickaninnish and Florencia Bays, that stretch between the two villages of Tofino and Ucluelet. The unit incorporates numerous rocky points and headlands, offshore islets and the mudflats of Grice Bay, an important wintering habitat and stopover for migrating waterfowl. 


Radar Hill, just south of Tofino, provides a great view of Tofino Inlet, Meares Island and Gowlland Rocks. 





Broken Group Islands


The Broken Group Islands Unit consists of over 100 islands, islets and rocky outcrops scattered in the centre of Barkley Sound, between Loudoun Channel and Imperial Eagle Channel. 


The larger of the forested islands are Effingham, Turret, Turtle, Dudd, Jacques, Nettle and Gibraltar Island. This unit totals 10,607 hectares, of which 1,350 hectares is land. 


The Broken Group is known for kayaking and wilderness camping. Natural features include lagoons, sandbars, blowholes, arches and secluded anchorages. Ancient native middens, village fortifications, stone fishtraps and archaeological sites mark the traditional territory of the Nuu-chah-nulth people.
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Figure 1.  BC Shipping Activity, Canadian Coast Guard, August 2004








