Area 4
GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1
Area Description
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1.2
Local Industry & Commercial Activities

Local economies are based on servicing mid and north Vancouver Island, on natural resource use, and tourism. Economies for the Sunshine Coast and Gulf Islands are based on natural resource use and tourism. 

	For More Information: 

Nanaimo
www.city.nanaimo.bc.ca
Gulf Islands
www.gulfislands.net
Sechelt
www.district.sechelt.bc.ca
Sunshine Coast
www.gibsonsced.com
Powell River
www.powellriverrd.bc.ca
Nanaimo Port Authority
www.npa.ca


1.3
Marine Weather, Currents and Tides

The climate in Georgia Strait is characterized by mild, moist winters and warm dry summers. Temperatures range from freezing in winter to highs of 30C (90F) in summer. The annual rainfall is approximately 100cm. A major weather factor relates to wind. Winds which sweep in over the Pacific strike the West Coast of Vancouver Island, leaving the Georgia Strait in relative shelter from the open Pacific. Milder weather patterns also mean light snowfalls in the region. Some seasons have no measurable snowfall at all at the lower altitudes.

	For More Information:

Environment Canada weather forecasts
weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca
Marine Weather Hazards Manual
Environment Canada

CD-ROM
Environment Canada


1.4
Area Risks

Vessel Traffic

Area risk factors are the high vessel traffic density and convergence of tank ships, tank barges, cargo ships, passenger ships, fishing vessels, and recreational pleasure crafts. The Canadian Coast Guard Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) serves as the primary contact for safe marine navigation through the Strait. MCTS works to optimize traffic movement, facilitate ship/shore communications and provide the initial response to ships in a distress situation. Figure 1 shows the relative locations and density of the BC shipping activity. 




Shipping & Trade

The major types of marine fuel being used and/or transported:

· Intermediate and heavy fuel oils (“Bunker C”) - large commercial vessels
· Diesel and other distillates (various grades) - most common fuel on BC Coast - large commercial vessels down to pleasure craft 
· Gasoline - smaller pleasure craft
Volumes of fuel being shipped and used for transportation change on a regular basis.

	For More Information:

Canadian Coast Guard MCTS
www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/mcts-sctm
BC Ports/Harbour Authorities
see Information Box Section 1.2


Georgia Strait is a 240km long channel located between the mainland of British Columbia and east coast of Vancouver Island. It connects and encompasses three regional communities, the east coast of Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands and the Sunshine Coast. 


Centrally located 111km north of Victoria, Nanaimo is the regional service centre for the mid and north Vancouver Island. On the Sunshine Coast, Sechelt and Powell River are the resource centres, and the largest population base in the Gulf Islands is on Saltspring Island. Throughout all three regions, smaller, rural communities exist which serve their large tourist and local population bases and economies.


Transportation within the area is by air, road and water. Highway #19 on Vancouver Island is the primary north and south ground transportation route, however, the Old Island Highway connects the smaller, arterial communities situated along the oceanfront. On the Sunshine Coast, Highway 101 is the main transportation route, connecting Gibsons to Sechelt and the district of Powell River further to the north.  Throughout the area, the roadways and communities are connected by the ferry routes provided by the BC Ferry Service Corporation. Maps 1 and 2 show the routes within the Georgia Strait area. 


The urban areas have a very high population of recreational boaters and pleasure craft which swell during the summer months. As a result, harbours, marinas, and ferry terminals are common to each community. The city of Nanaimo has a port authority. 


Regular scheduled air service exists between the lower mainland, Nanaimo and Powell River. Air charter can be organized between the remaining communities.  




















Figure1.  BC Shipping Activity, Canadian Coast Guard, August 2004








