Area 3  
GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1
Area Description

The Vancouver Harbour area stretches from the outskirts of English Bay, inland, to the tip of Indian Arm.  The main area is called the Burrard Inlet as it is home to the Port of Vancouver.  

Vancouver is the largest city in British Columbia and is located on the peninsula in the south west corner of BC, occupying 113 square kilometers of land. The Burrard Inlet is the waterway which forms Vancouver’s waterfront.  The Burrard Inlet has a total shoreline of 152.6 km, extending from Point Atkinson along the base of the North Shore Mountains, through Vancouver harbour 

into Indian Arm and as far east as Port Moody, around Stanley Park into English Bay, and False 

Creek along Kitsilano, Jericho Beach and Spanish Banks to Point Grey.  The entrance to the central harbour is via First Narrows; the inner harbour stretches from Second Narrows to Port Moody. Both narrows are spanned by bridges and the harbour as a whole is ringed by commercial industries, including shipping facilities. All year round, the Burrard Inlet is a versatile hub for boats of all descriptions, from large freighters, ferries and cruise ships to the smallest sailboats and pleasure crafts.



 

1.2  Local Industry & Commercial Activities
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The Port of Vancouver is located on the shores 

of the Burrard Inlet.  In terms of tonnage, the Port 

of Vancouver is Canada’s largest port and is the 

second largest port in all of North America.  Run by

the Vancouver Port Authority, an independent 

agency consisting of representatives from industry

and government, the port handles approximately 

10,000 vessels a year from 90 nations.  The Port of

Vancouver provides a gateway for imports and

exports trading between the Pacific Rim nations, the

United States and Canada.  The Port of Vancouver,

provides a gateway for imports and exports trading 

between the Pacific Rim nations, the U.S. and Canada. 

Additional local economies to trade are based on  

Fig. 1   Aerial view 
financial services, tourism and hospitality, IT services, film 


production and forest products. 

	For More Information: 

Vancouver Port Authority
www.portvancouver.com
Vancouver                                         www.vancouver.ca



1.3
Marine Weather, Currents and Tides

Daily marine weather forecasts are provided by Environment Canada. The Marine Weather Hazards Manual, also published by Environment Canada, provides general weather and hazard descriptions for the BC Coastal waters. Local current and tide information is found on the internet or in publications: 1) Tide Table Publication by the Canadian Hydrographic Services; and 2) Tides, Currents, & Charts, Olympia to Washington. 

	For More Information:

Environment Canada weather forecasts
         weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca
local tides                                                www.lau.chs-shc.dfo-mpo.gc.ca


1.4
Area Risks

Vessel Traffic

Area risk factors are the high vessel traffic density and convergence of tank ships, tank barges, cargo ships, passenger ships, fishing vessels, and recreational pleasure crafts. The Canadian Coast Guard Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) serves as the primary contact for safe marine navigation. MCTS works to optimize traffic movement, facilitate ship/shore communications and provide the initial response to ships in a distress situation. 


Shipping & Trade

The major types of marine fuel being used and/or transported are:

· Intermediate and heavy fuel oils (“Bunker C”) - large commercial vessels
· Diesel and other distillates (various grades) - most common fuel on BC Coast; large commercial vessels to pleasure craft 
· Gasoline - smaller pleasure craft
Volumes of fuel being shipped and used for transportation change on a regular basis.

	For More Information:

Canadian Coast Guard MCTS
www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/mcts-sctm
BC Ports/Harbour Authorities
see Information Box Section 1.2
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