Area 2  GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1
Area Description

The Fraser River area runs from Maple Ridge out to the coast where the river opens up into the Georgia Straight.  The Fraser River is the longest River in British Columbia, covering 1,399 kilometers.  Beginning in the Rocky Mountains, the Fraser River runs south through BC and empties out in the Georgia Straight in Vancouver. The Fraser drains an area of approximately 

231, 510 square kilometers which is about a fourth of BC.  Nearly 65% of British Columbia’s population lives in the Fraser’s basin, most of whom live between Hope and Vancouver, producing an estimated two-thirds of BC’s income.  As well, the Fraser River basin contains 48% of BC’s farmland, most in the broad, fertile valley between Chilliwack and the Coast.  Over the years, the Fraser River has been polluted by agricultural and industrial waste and poorly treated sewage; by the mid-1990’s it was among the 10 most endangered rivers in British Columbia.  

1.2
Local Industry & Commercial Activities

Local economies are based on agriculture, fishing, tourism and forestry.

	For More Information: 

Fraser River Port Authority
www.fraserportauthority.com
North Fraser Port
www.portvancouver.com
Delta                                                  www.corp.delta.bc.ca
Richmond                                          www.richmond.ca
Surrey                                                www.city.surrey.bc.ca



1.3
Marine Weather, Currents and Tides

	For More Information:

Environment Canada weather forecasts
604-253-7721

                                                                       weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca
Marine Weather Hazards Manual
Environment Canada

                                                                       (book/CD-ROM)





1.4
Area Risks

Vessel Traffic

Area risk factors are the high vessel traffic density and convergence of tank ships, tank barges, cargo ships, passenger ships, fishing vessels, and recreational pleasure crafts. The Canadian Coast Guard Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) serves as the primary contact for safe marine navigation through the Strait. MCTS works to optimize traffic movement, facilitate ship/shore communications and provide the initial response to ships in a distress situation. Figure 1 shows the relative locations and density of the BC shipping activity. 
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Shipping & Trade

The major types of marine fuel being used and/or transported:

· Intermediate and heavy fuel oils (“Bunker C”) - large commercial vessels
· Diesel and other distillates (various grades) - most common fuel on BC Coast - large commercial vessels down to pleasure craft 
· Gasoline - smaller pleasure craft
Volumes of fuel being shipped and used for transportation change on a regular basis.

	For More Information:

Canadian Coast Guard MCTS
ccg-gcc.gc.ca/mcts-sctm
BC Ports/Harbour Authorities
see Information Box Section 1.2
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Figure 1.  BC Shipping Activity, Canadian Coast Guard, August 2004








