Area 1
GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1
Area Description

Juan de Fuca Strait is an inlet of the Pacific Ocean, 161 km long and 18–27 km wide, located between Vancouver Island, British Columbia, and Washington State, linking the Strait of Georgia and Puget Sound with the Pacific, and forming part of the U.S.-Canada border. 

Victoria is the Strait's largest city and is located at its eastern end. Neighbouring, smaller communities include Saanich and Sidney to the north, and Sooke and Esquimalt to the west- southwest. Approximately 110km west along Highway #14 from Victoria is Port Renfrew, a resource and tourist based community, and southern gateway to the Pacific Rim National Park and West Coast Trail. 

Located within the Park boundaries and inaccessible to motor vehicle traffic, the West Coast Trail stretches 75km along the southern coastline of Vancouver Island. The west end of the Trail, and western boundary of the Juan de Fuca Strait/South Vancouver Island Area Plan is at Pachena Bay and the community of Bamfield.

Within the Strait, navigation can be difficult. This is a result of a combination of factors: the constricted, narrow geography, complicated tides and currents, dynamic weather patterns, and heavy vessel traffic. The Strait serves as the major corridor for vessel traffic in and outbound from the ports in southern British Columbia and Washington State.  Most ocean going vessels, are handled through the Ports of Vancouver, Nanaimo, and the Fraser River. For smaller craft, marine access points, mooring, docking and boat launches are found at the public wharfs and private marinas at Sooke, Port Renfrew, Bamfield, Sidney, Victoria Harbour, and Esquimalt.  

1.2
Local Industry & Commercial Activities

Local economies are based on natural resource use and tourism.

	For More Information: 

Victoria
www.city.victoria.bc.ca


Port Renfrew
www.portrenfrew.com
Pacific Rim National Park
www.pc.gc.ca
Bamfield
www.bamfieldchamber.com
Greater Victoria Harbour Authority
www.victoriaharbour.org
Vancover Port Authority
www.portvancouver.com
Fraser River Port Authority
www.fraserportauthority.com


1.3
Marine Weather, Currents and Tides

The west coast of Vancouver Island has a mild maritime climate with cool foggy summers and warm wet winters, due to the influence of the Pacific Ocean. The Pacific Ocean also produces dynamic and changeable weather; tides are complicated and dangerous with navigation more difficult because of the rugged, rocky coastline. 

	For More Information:

Environment Canada weather forecasts
weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca
Marine Weather Hazards Manual
Environment Canada

CD-ROM
Environment Canada




1.4
Area Risks

Vessel Traffic

Area risk factors are the high vessel traffic density and convergence of tank ships, tank barges, cargo ships, passenger ships, fishing vessels, and recreational pleasure crafts. The Canadian Coast Guard Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) serves as the primary contact for safe marine navigation through the Strait. MCTS works to optimize traffic movement, facilitate ship/shore communications and provide the initial response to ships in a distress situation. Figure 1 shows the relative locations and density of the BC shipping activity. 
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Shipping & Trade

The major types of marine fuel being used and/or transported:

· Intermediate and heavy fuel oils (“Bunker C”) - large commercial vessels

· Diesel and other distillates (various grades) - most common fuel on BC Coast - large commercial vessels down to pleasure craft 

· Gasoline - smaller pleasure craft

Volumes of fuel being shipped and used for transportation change on a regular basis.

	For More Information:

Canadian Coast Guard MCTS
www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/mcts-sctm
BC Ports/Harbour Authorities
see Information Box Section 1.2
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Figure 1.  BC Shipping Activity, Canadian Coast Guard, August 2004








